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Child Sexual 
Abuse



You will be able to:

 Explain why children placed in foster care may 
have experienced sexual abuse they have not yet 
disclosed

 Discuss potential indicators that a child has been 
sexually abused or exposed to a highly sexualized 
environment

 Identify ways to modify home environment and 
house rules to ensure the safety and well-being 
of all children in the home 





…contacts between a child and an 
adult or other person significantly
older or in a position of power or 
control over the child, where the 
child is being used for sexual 
stimulation of the adult or other 
person. 

(American Psychological Association, 2013)



What Caregivers 
Need to Know

About
Human Trafficking
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Grooming and Conditioning



Promise of 

Trauma-Focused Therapy 

for Childhood Sexual Abuse



FACTS



Poly-victimization,

also known as complex trauma, is a 

greater predictor of 

negative impact than any one 
type of abuse 





Avoidance



Post traumatic stress



Lack of trust



Anger or depression 



Sexual behavior problems



Steps we could 
take to make our 
home a safer
place 



Educate 
Yourself



Respect Boundaries



Teach 
Privacy



Supervise & Monitor



Monitor Media





Do what you do best



Team Member



Inform



Listen
Manage emotions
Don’t interrogate
“It’s OK”
It’s not your fault
Be honest – you 
must tell



Transfer of 



Worksheet
Recognize impact
Feel safe
Manage emotions
Manage behavior



923-FF6-S Recognizing and 
Responding to Children Who 
Have Been Sexually Abused

923-FF5-S Healthy Sexual 
Development of Children and 
Teens





If a child placed in your home does 
not have a history of sexual abuse, 

the child may not have been 
abused, or the child may not have 

disclosed the abuse yet.



Potential indicators of sexual abuse or 
exposure to a sexualized environment 

include lack of trust, depression or 
anger, and sexual behavior problems.



Caregivers can help ensure the safety 
and well-being of children by stressing 

and teaching about privacy.
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Thank you! 


