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Welcome to the third edition of Family Matters. Just a reminder...this newsletter is
designed specifically for those families who have requested adoption

information in the past but have not yet decided to move forward in the process.
We know that many families consider adoption for several years before taking

that first step to attend classes. This is our way to keep in touch during that time.
The Family Matters newsletter will be emailed twice a year and will include

upcoming pre-placement class schedules, a featured waiting child, frequently
asked questions, and maybe a surp
suggestions as well. Feel free to email your ideas to Kim Mineard at
kmineard@noas.com. Enjoy!
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Q. How old are the children available for adoption through NOAS?

A. NOAS places primarily older, school-aged children, ages 8 to 17. However, on occasion, we
may have a younger child as part of a sibling group or a child who has a significant special need.
In addition, we are beginning to license more families as foster care providers. It is possible that
you might have a younger child placed with you through foster care. The goal is for those children
to return home to their birth families. However, if that is not possible, you as the foster parent
would be given the option to adopt that child.

Q. How long does it take from classes to placement?

A. Once you complete classes and turn in your application, we have up to 6 months to complete a
home study. After a home study is approved, the type of child you are wanting to parent plays a
large part in how long you will wait for a placement.
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+~ To find out more about our waiting children, visit our website at:
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v http://www.noas.com/waiting_ children.asp "
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Steps to Adoption
Before You Begin: Gather Information & Ask Questions

You've taken the first step! As you conti hr ot
information from various sources. Check adoption websites and libraries. Ask questions...and if you

don’t understand the answers...ask agai n!{uuuumm i my
meet your specific needs. We encourage y Mo V ¢

your questions, and we want you to feel confident in your adoption decisions.

Step 1: Pre-Placement Training

One of the first and most important steps you will complete is pre-placement training. Required by
the State of Ohio, the classes are designed to educate you about the children available for adoption
and to prepare you to parent them. We offer the classes throughout the year at various locations. There is no cost to
attend. Schedules are included on pages 3-6 of this newsletter or you can visit our website at www.noas.com.

Step 2: Submit Your Adoption Application

On the first night of training you will receive an application packet. Fill in the application form as completely and
accurately as possible and return it to Northeast Ohio Adoption Services. If you have questions we are available to assist
you—ask your pre-placement trainer or call our office.

Step 3: Home Study (a.k.a. Family Assessment)

Once your application has been approved, a NOAS social worker will be assigned to begin your Home Study. The
process, which usually takes 4 to 6 months to complete, is designed to help us gain an understanding of you, your family,
and your environment. Throughout the study we will be working with you to determine what type of child (or children)
will be the best match for you.

Step 4: Matching Process - Finding Your Child(ren)

Once your social worker has completed the home study, you are ready for the next step. Keeping in mind the preferences
you expressed during your home study, and working closely with you, your NOAS worker will begin the search to find a
match for your family. NOAS also has a matching specialist on staff to assist in this process.

Step 5: Placement - The Child Moves In

This stage begins after a child has been i denti fie
as the adoptive parent(s). A typical placement begins with a meeting at a restaurant or park, followed by an afternoon visit
to your home, then builds to weekend and overnight visits, until eventually the child moves into your home.

Steps 6 & 7 wil/l be featured iIin the n
feel free to call Family Recruitment Specialist, Kim Mineard, at 1-800-686-6627, ext. 126.

FIRSTNEWS

To learn more about
Josh (age 17) or Mariah (age 10),
check out their videos on WKBN & WYFX...
http:/ /www.wkbn.com/content/

features/facesofadoption/default.aspx




Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Adoptive/Foster Care PrePlacement Education Classes

Location: Warren Office

5000 East Market St., Suite 26, Warren, OH 44484
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JULY 16, 2010

Date and Time Length | Topic
in Hrs
Friday, July 23, 2010 3 Orientation
6pm to 9pm
Saturday, July 24, 2010 3 Team Building (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Effects of Caregiving(1pmi 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Culture (Spmi 8pm)
Sunday, July 25, 2010 3 Effects of Child Abuse and Neglect (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Attachment/Separation/Placement (1pm-4pm)
Dinner (4pm-5pm)
3 Primary Family (Spm-8pm)
Saturday, August 7, 2010 3 Sex Abuse (Y9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Managing Behaviors (Ipml 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Preventing and De-Escalating Crisis (Spm-8pm)
Sunday, August 8, 2010 3 Permanency for Children (9am-12pm)
9am to 4pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Permanency for Families (I1pmi 4pm)

To Register: Call Kim Mineard at 1-800-686-:6627, ext. 126




Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Adoptive/Foster Care PrePlacement Education Classes

Location: Family & Community Services (Community Room)

705 Oakwood St., Suite 221, Ravenna, OH 44266
Enter main doors - go up stairs to Room #101
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 3, 2010

Date and Time Length | Topic
in Hrs
Friday, September 10, 2010 3 Orientation
6pm to 9pm
Saturday, September 11, 2010 3 Team Building (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Effects of Caregiving(1pmi 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Culture (Spmi 8pm)
Sunday, September 12, 2010 3 Effects of Child Abuse and Neglect (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Attachment/Separation/Placement (1pm-4pm)
Dinner (4pm-5pm)
3 Primary Family (Spm-8pm)
Saturday, September 25, 2010 3 Sex Abuse (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Managing Behaviors (Ipml 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Preventing and De-Escalating Crisis (Spm-8pm)
Sunday, September 26, 2010 3 Permanency for Children (9am-12pm)
9am to 4pm Lunch (12pmi 1pm)
3 Permanency for Families (I1pmi 4pm)

To Register: Call Kim Mineard at 1-800-686-:6627, ext. 126




Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Adoptive/Foster Care PrePlacement Education Classes

Location: Warren Office

5000 East Market St., Suite 26, Warren, OH 44484
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 8, 2010

Date and Time Length | Topic
in Hrs
Friday, October 15, 2010 3 Orientation
6pm to 9pm
Saturday, October 16, 2010 3 Team Building (9am-12pm)
Yam to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Effects of Caregiving(lpmi 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Culture (Spmi 8pm)
Sunday, October 17, 2010 3 Effects of Child Abuse and Neglect (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Attachment/Separation/Placement (1pm-4pm)
Dinner (4pm-5pm)
3 Primary Family (Spm-8pm)
Saturday, November 6, 2010 3 Sex Abuse (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Managing Behaviors (Ipml 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Preventing and De-Escalating Crisis (5pm-8pm)
Sunday, November 7, 2010 3 Permanency for Children (9am-12pm)
9am to 4pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Permanency for Families (1pmi 4pm)

To Register: Call Kim Mineard at 1-800-686-:6627, ext. 126




Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Adoptive/Foster Care PrePlacement Education Classes

Location: TBA - Mahoning County

Tentatively scheduled for Boardman/Canfield area
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 5, 2010

Date and Time Length | Topic
in Hrs
Friday, November 12, 2010 3 Orientation
6pm to 9pm
Saturday, November 13,2010 3 Team Building (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Effects of Caregiving(1pmi 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Culture (Spmi 8pm)
Sunday, November 14, 2010 3 Effects of Child Abuse and Neglect (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Attachment/Separation/Placement (1pm-4pm)
Dinner (4pm-5pm)
3 Primary Family (Spm-8pm)
Saturday, November 20, 2010 3 Sex Abuse (9am-12pm)
9am to 8pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Managing Behaviors (Ipml 4pm)
Dinner (4pmi 5pm)
3 Preventing and De-Escalating Crisis (5pm-8pm)
Sunday, November 21, 2010 3 Permanency for Children (9am-12pm)
9am to 4pm Lunch (12pmi Ipm)
3 Permanency for Families (1pmi 4pm)

To Register: Call Kim Mineard at 1-800-686-:6627, ext. 126




HOW TO CONTACT THE NOAS STAFF

Warren Office Chagrin Falls Office
5000 E. Market St., Ste. 26 539 E. Washington, Suite 104
Warren, OH 44484 Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
Phone (330) 856 -5582 Phone (440) 247 -3558
Fax: (330) 856-5586 Fax: (440) 247-3419
Toll Free 17 Warren : Toll Free i Chagrin Falls:
1-800-686-6627 1-800-596-8460

Warren Ext.
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Adoption Services
is pleased to announce its 9th
Annual Dave Thomas Celebrity
Cookoff. The event will be held
on September 14 at Benihana
(23611 Chagrin Blvd., Cleveland)

9th Annual Dave Thomas with your choice of a 6pm or

L
8:30pm seating time.
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COOKOFF ,_"\ N For more information,

: w please contact:
}Sav'e The Qa!'e Michelle at 330-856-5582, x110




